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branches in various cities, to conduct propaganda for these
ideals. Czar Alexander sympathised with the movement, and
gave careers to many Greeks in his service—notably capo-
distrias, who was for some years his chief minister, and
hypsilanti, who became his aide-de-camp.
Thus, when in 1820 they planned a great rising against the
Sultan they relied on the Czar's support, and chose the Duchies
at the mouth of the Danube (Moldavia and Wallachia) as their
scene of action so as to be within reach of his armies. Apart
from this consideration, the Duchies were a singularly un-
favourable place for the purpose, inasmuch as the bulk of the
population were Rumanian peasants who detested the Greek
ruling class placed in authority by the Sultan. Hypsilanti,
having got leave of absence from the Czar, raised the standard
of revolt, and appealed to his master for help. But the move-
ment never had the least chance of success. The Rumanes failed
to see what they had to gain by it, and refused to rise ; while the
Czar, who happened to be attending the Congress of Laibach
(§ 92) at the time, repudiated the whole thing, and ordered
Hypsilanti to abandon his enterprise. Consequently the Sultan
had little difficulty in crushing the rebels, and Hypsilanti fled to
Austria, where he was captured and imprisoned.
A month or two later there was a far more formidable out-
break, this time in the Morea. It placed both Alexander and
Metternich in an embarrassing position. The Czar hated the
Turks—but hated rebellion even more. Metternich wanted to
see the rebellion crushed—but did not want to see the Czar
dominating south-eastern Europe. As usual, the ingenious
Chancellor had no difficulty in finding a " principle " that
would fit the interests of Austria in the matter. He declared
that the Balkan peninsula was " outside the pale " of European
affairs : it was beneath the dignity of the Powers to concern
themselves with what was happening in such barbarous
regions. For the time being the Czar was glad to avail him-
self of this expedient to postpone the necessity of taking a
definite line.

